An  animated,  allegorical  film  for  any  age  in  libraries,  schools,  businesses, 
community  centers  or  any  setting  when  an  entertaining  and  thought- 
provoking  film  is  desired. 


The  story  is  deceptively  simple  and  herein  lies  its  versatility:  young 
people  can  enjoy  and  understand  it  at  face  value  while  mature  audiences 
will  find  many  ways  to  interpret  The  Story  of  the  Cat. 


4  minutes  color  1 6mm  sale  $11 5,  rental  $  1  5.00  videocassette  sale  $1 1  5 
Story  by  Doug  Heil;  animation  by  Bob  Nagel. 

Awards:  Certificate  of  Regional  Achievement,  Student  Academy  Awards;  Special 
Merit  Award  for  Best  Children’s  Film,  Athens  International  Film  Festival;  Finalist, 
American  Film  Festival;  shown  at  the  International  Animation  Festival  in  Ottawa. 

INTERNATIONAL  FILM  BUREAU  INC. 


Once  there  was  a  curious,  exciting  cat. 
To  him  the  world  was  a  magical  place. 
In  the  home  where  he  lived  little  talking 
men  appeared  and  disappeared  in  a 
box;  a  copycat  talked  and  danced  in  a 
window;  and  a  dragon  leaped  from  its 
cave  and  chased  him.  The  world  was 
amazing,  and  as  he  joyously  pursued 
its  mysteries,  he  delighted  everyone, 
especially  children. 


But  at  night  the  cat  was  troubled  by 
frightening  dreams  because  in  a  magi¬ 
cal  world,  anything  and  everything 
could  happen  ...  to  him.  Gradually  a 
need  for  security  replaced  his  curiosity. 
He  stopped  wondering  about  what  was 
next  door  or  across  the  street  and  con¬ 
centrated  on  the  things  in  front  of  him. 
He  began  to  understand  many  of  the 
magical  things  that  used  to  baffle  him: 


the  TV,  mirror,  and  vacuum  cleaner. 

He  found  comfort  in  his  owner’s  arms 
and  snuggled  on  the  soft  old  sofa.  He 
became  content  and  grew  fat.  All  the 
neighborhood  cats  envied  the  life  he  led. 

Yet  there  was  a  problem.  Our  friend 
became  a  rather  boring  cat  and  no  one 
really  cared  about  him  anymore.  Still, 
he  did  have  a  good  life.  Its  solitude 
was  comforting  and  it  gave  him  plenty 


Things  to  talk  about 


of  time  for  what  he  wanted  to  do  most- 
sleep  and  dream  about  wonderful 
things  .  .  . 
about  when 
he  was 
young  .  .  . 


,\W/ 


1 .  How  much  is  the  cat  like  cats  you  know?  How  much  is 
he  like  people  you  know? 

2.  What  is  the  main  point  of  the  story? 

3.  Can  life  be  stimulating  without  being  frightening?  Think 
of  something  that  used  to  frighten  you. 

4.  How  did  the  cat’s  dreams  change?  Do  children,  adoles¬ 
cents,  teenagers,  and  adults  dream  differently?  Is  it  fair 
to  generalize? 

5.  Have  you  ever  envied  something  which  seemed  wonderful 
but  was  actually  quite  different  once  you  understood  it? 

6.  Was  the  cat’s  life  better  when  he  was  young  or  old?  Why? 

7.  Is  this  the  best  time  of  your  life?  If  not,  when  was  it  or 
when  do  you  expect  it  to  be? 

8.  Did  the  cat  understand  the  world  better  as  he  grew  older? 
What  did  you  think  of  his  choice  to  “concentrate  on  the 
things  in  front  of  him”?  Did  this  make  him  wiser  or  limit 
his  potential? 


Things  to  do 


i  9.  What  happens  when  people  limit  their  contacts  with  other 
people  and  experiences  thus  avoiding  challenges  (mental, 
physical,  spiritual,  or  cultural)? 

10.  Should  being  secure  have  a  high  priority? 

11 .  Is  it  inevitable  that  cats  and  people  get  fat  and  content 
las  they  get  older? 

12.  Do  you  know  people  who  spend  a  lot  of  time  dreaming 
lor  talking  about  the  past?  Why  do  you  think  they  do  this? 

13.  What  are  mysteries?  Can  they  always  be  solved? 

14.  What  different  kinds  of  things  can  happen  when  people 
retire?  Did  the  cat  retire  from  life? 

15.  You’ve  probably  heard  the  expression  “Curiosity  killed 
the  cat.”  What  do  you  think  of  this  one:  “Lack  of  curi¬ 
osity  killed  the  cat”? 

16.  Near  the  end  of  the  story  the  narrator  says,  “The  prob¬ 
lem  was  our  friend  ended  up  a  rather  boring  cat.”  Do  you 
agree  that  the  cat  had  a  problem?  Do  you  think  he’d 
agree?  Have  you  ever  had  a  problem  which  you  had  dif¬ 
ficulty  acknowledging  and/or  dealing  with? 


1 .  Become  familiar  with  the  form  and  purpose  of  fables, 
allegories,  and  parables. 

2.  Read  some  of  the  following:  fables  from  the  Pancha- 
tantra  collection  in  Sanskrit;  fables  by  Aesop,  Jean  de 
La  Fontaine,  John  Dryden,  John  Gay,  or  James  Thurber; 
or  George  Orwell’s  allegory,  Animal  Farm. 

3.  Write  a  story  in  fable  form. 

4.  Read  or  tell  some  of  Aesop’s  fables  to  young  children 
and  have  them  interpret  the  meanings  for  you. 

5.  Learn  how  animated  films  are  made.  See  \FB’s  Animated 
Motion  Series. 


6.  Discuss  the  animation  in  this  film.  How  did  the  indoor 
and  outdoor  scenes  differ?  How  did  the  cat’s  body 
change?  Did  anything  remain  the  same? 

7.  Interview  an  older  person  to  gain  perspective  on  what 
happens  as  people  age. 

8.  Think  about  people  you  know  and  select  one  who  re¬ 
sembles  the  cat  in  attitude  and  one  who  differs  markedly. 
Profile  their  lives. 

9.  Develop  a  motto  which  sums  up  your  goals  in  life. 

10.  Find  out  what  researchers  are  learning  about  dreams. 


To  rent,  apply  to:  COLLEGE  FILM  CENTER,  332  South  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois  (312/922-6621) 

To  preview  for  purchase  evaluation  or  to  purchase,  contact: 

INTERNATIONAL  FILM  BUREAU  INC.  332  South  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois  60604  (312/427-4545) 


Prices  quoted  in  this  guide  apply  in  U.S.  only 
and  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 
Distribution:  World 
783/1 0M 


In  Canada,  apply  to: 

Marlin  Motion  Pictures  Ltd. 
21 1  Watline  Ave.,  Suite  200 
Mississauga,  Ontario  L4Z  1  P3 


In  the  United  Kingdom,  apply  to: 
Edward  Patterson  Associates  Limited 
Treetops— Cannongate  Road 
Hythe,  Kent,  England  CT21  5PT 


